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Management (PLRM) Advisory
Board, and is its former Chair
Steve helped conceive, launch
and fund Western's PLRM pro-
gram. The program is privately
funded with over 60 students
participating in the pro-
gram. Mad Jack’s in the College
Center is named in his honor
and for his gift to the building.
He also provided the challenge
gift to the Mohab Foundation to
name the fire pit at the College
Center.  In addition, Steve
Reynolds and Steve Trippe
recently jointly purchased the
I8 acres of Gunnison Rising
land adjacent to the Aspinall-
Wilson Center with the intent
to donate the land to the
Foundation.

79. Ethel Rice (‘63)

proves that everyone can make
a difference, and some in a
really big way! Ethel, a former
librarian at Western, did just
that. She retired from the
Savage Library after nearly 3
dozen years and then in 2000,
she made an estate gift of $I
million that she had saved and
invested to the WSC Foundation
(the first $1 million gift commit-
ment in Western’s history). Yet,
she did so anonymously, at first.
Then, in 2003, at the behest of
others, she made her donation
public. The reason to go public
was essentially to provide a liv-
ing example of what caring
people who believe in Western
can do for the college. Her gift
will establish an Endowed Chair
in the Art Department. Ethel
followed that gift with another
$ | million estate gift to endow a
Museum Director's  position.
Ethel not only gives, but has
helped steward many other gifts
through her six years of service
on the WSC Foundation Board.

80. James R. Richards (‘55)
was born in Missouri, and was
raised in Nucla and Delta,
Colorado. He came to Western
in 1951 where he played foot-
ball for Pete Pederson. He was
an honor student and was a
captain of the football team.
Following  graduation, Jim
worked in the admissions office
for a year before attending law
school at  University of
Colorado. After Law School Jim
was a Legislative and Executive
Assistant to U.S. Senator Peter
H. Dominick. He went on to a
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lengthy political career in which
he worked his way up to being
confirmed as the Inspector
General for the U.S.Department
of the Interior in 1985 in the
Regan  Administration. Jim
served as President of WSC
Foundation Board for several
years. His teammates and
friends established the Jim
Richards 1954 Football
Scholarship in his memory after
his death in 2003.

81. Peter Rodriguez
(‘63,°64)

played guard and linebacker for
the Mountaineers and following
graduation he began a distin-
guished coaching career. He
served as Head Coach at
Western lllinois (1979-82) and
Defensive  Coordinator at
Florida State (1974-75), lowa
State (1976-78) and Northern
lowa (1986). Rodriguez began
his 18 years with the NFL in
1988 as the Special Teams
Coach with the Los Angeles
Raiders. He then went on in a
similar capacity to coach with
the Cardinals, Redskins, and
Seahawks. From 2004-06, Pete
was the Special Teams
Coordinator for the Jacksonville
Jaguars where he was regarded
as one of the top special teams
coaches in the NFL. Peter was
inducted into the Mountaineer
Sports Hall of Fame as a
Lifetime Achievement Award
Winner in 2008.

82. Martha P. Savage (‘31)
was the Superintendent of
Delta County Schools from
November 1940 until her
retirement in 1967. Martha
graduated from Crawford High
School in 1927 and enrolled at
Western that fall. Following
graduation, she embarked on
her long and decorated educa-
tion career. She was a teacher at
Hooper High School in the San
Luis Valley for three years. Then
she taught English at Hotchkiss
High School until she was elect-
ed Superintendent of Delta
County Schools. She is also the
daughter of Leslie . Savage a
Trustee of Western, for whom
the library on campus is named.
Martha passed away in 2004.

83. Gerry Shear (‘92)

recently earned his M.B.A.in the
executive program at the
University of Nevada Las Vegas.

He is the Managing Partner of
GENCO Realty Group (a divi-
sion of GENCO-ATC) and the
President of GSA Management,
which provides venture capital
and real estate investments.
Active in the community, Gerry
has served as a regional officer
for Big Brothers Big Sisters of
America and as a board mem-
ber for Big Brothers Big Sisters
in Southern Nevada and Utah.
Gerry is also a board member
for the WSC Foundation. He
currently resides in Las Vegas,
Nevada and Park City, Utah.
Gerry made a major gift to the
College Center and a $1 million
estate gift to Western.

84. Burton Shepherd (‘52),
a Rear Admiral, went on to have
an illustrious Navy career.
Burton was awarded the Navy
Cross by President Lyndon B.
Johnson, for extraordinary hero-
ism in aerial flight on 26
October 1967 as Commander
of Attack Carrier Air Wing
Sixteen during Vietnam. Burton
served as the Navy Inspector
General from 1973-75.

85. Thomas Shrake (‘81)

is the Chief Executive Officer
and Director of the Pacific Rim
Mining Corporation. Tom is a
veteran explorationist and
mine-finder; holding senior posi-
tions in the past with Gibraltar
Mines and Placer Dome
amongst others. He has con-
ducted exploration programs in
the United States, Costa Rica, El
Salvador, Chile, Argentina,
Mexico and Peru and has
numerous ore deposit discover-
ies to his credit, including the
Lomas Bayas and Fortuna de
Cobre deposits in Chile.

86. Bill (‘54, ‘58) & Janet
Smith (‘57,°63)

recently designated $| million in
their estate plans to Western
State College Foundation. They
have established the Bill and
Janet Smith Scholarship, which
will  provide assistance to
Western students with high aca-
demic achievement. Their estate
gift will also establish the Bill and
Janet Smith Visiting History
Professor Endowment. This gift
will fund in perpetuity a visiting
professor program for the
Department of History.

81. John “Johnnie” Stevens
(‘68)

graduated with a history degree
and went on to serve his coun-
try working at the Pentagon for
the Assistant Chief of Staff for
Force Development. John later
returned here to receive his
M.S. in Education before then
moving back to his hometown
of Telluride. He is credited as
one of the handful of people
who got skiing going inTelluride’s
early days. He has since dedi-
cated 32 years to the operating
success and environmental val-
ues of Telluride Ski & Golf
Company where he served as
the Chief Operating Officer. He
is also a Colorado Ski Hall of
Famer. Johnnie is very civic
minded. He has been on the
San Miguel County Advisory
Board for Soil and Conservation
Service, Telluride's school board,
Town Council, Elks Club and is a
member of Colorado Ski
Country, USA. Johnnie gives
weekly “Ski into History" tours
sponsored by the Telluride
Historical Museum.

88. Dave Thomas (‘83)

is the Associate Director of
Paralympic  Swimming High
Performance. Dave is based at
USOC  headquarters  in
Colorado Springs, where he
directs the training and compe-
tition of the US. Paralympics
Swimming National Team, a
group that won 44 medals (17
gold, 4 silver;and |3 bronze) at
the 2008 Paralympic Games in
Beijing. Dave also leads U.S.
Paralympics' athlete identifica-
tion and development efforts in
swimming. He has more than 30
years of coaching and sport
development experience with
both Olympic and Paralympic
athletes. Most recently, Dave
was a sport development con-
sultant with USA Swimming and
he also served as the team
leader, head coach and assistant
coach for countless Olympic
and Paralympic major, interna-
tional competitions.

89. Josh Thompson (‘85)

led the Mountaineers to a
national collegiate cross-country
championship in 1982. But he
was planning for world compe-
tition the biathlon, a combina-
tion of marksmanship and cross
country skiing. In the winter of
1983, Western ski coach Ken

MaclLennan set up targets and a
special loop for Josh at a local
ranch. Josh would go out to the
ranch whenever he had time to
ski the loop and work on his
marksmanship. The intense
work paid off as Josh became
the first American to win a
medal in a World Cup biathlon
event, placing second in 1987 in
one 20K race. He eventually
won three medals on the World
Cup circuit and competed in
three Winter Olympics for the
United States ('84, '88, '92). At
the 1983 World Winter
University Games, Josh placed
sixth in the |0k biathlon, the
highest finish any American
biathlete has-achieved. Josh was
twice voted Biathlete of The
Year by The Olympian magazine.

90. Josh Tobey (‘00)

at only 27 years old had
released his 30th limited edition
sculpture. He is a master com-
poser in three dimensions. His
bronzes have authority beyond
his years. With concise and elo-
quent forms, rich and sensual
finishes, Josh's bronzes invite the
experience of touch even as
they satisfy the most discerning
eye. His passionate and com-
prehensive appreciation for all
wildlife conspires with the art-
ist's unique vision and compel-
ling talent to produce bronzes
truly worthy of their subjects.
Josh was commissioned by the
Oates family to create the Bull
and Bear bronze sculptures that
grace the front patio of the
Borick Business Building here on
Western's campus. He is cur
rently sculpting a large, 8.5,
bronze sculpture of a
Mountaineer which will be
placed in front of the newly cre-
ated south entrance to Taylor
Hall and dedicated this
December as an exclamation
point of Western's 100-year cel-
ebration, "Heritage to Horizon."

91. Jerry Traylor (‘00)

has lived a story that captures
the hearts of those who hear it.
Born with cerebral palsy, Jerry is
a nationally known inspirational
speaker: Yet, Jerry's message is
not about overcoming cerebral
palsy. His message is about the
remarkable contribution all of
us can make in our workplace
and community. An imperfect
man in a world demanding per-
fection; Jerry provides a real-life






